Keminder of hearing .myself on radio news because od, eight-day use 8/28/91 

of a tape of suppress eonfetence ^ 

A n yesterday's mail I got a copy of a letter I wrote a stranger 2/20/76 in response 
to his phone calls to me. In it X referred to the fact that^as^ qP^then I was giving away 
before my own writing about them of copies of records I got by FOIA lawsuits. I then refer- 
red tothe Warren Commission's 1/22/64 executive session transcript. I'd given copies of 
it away fineness conference at the Taft Hotel in NYC in connection with a conference 
at the NYU law school on the JFK assassination. 

By an odd coincidenee I was just reminded of that again a few minutes ago. Up too 
early I was doing the prescribed physical therapy ezercises, sitting, found the "good'* 
music I get with a pocket stereo unpleasant, picked up a very old set a bit too large for 
a shtort pocket, and listened to the 3 a.m. CBS net news on the local CBS station. With the 
speaker in this old set not good I keep it tuned to this station for news on the hour. With 
phones it did not disturb Idl's sleep. 

Having heard on the net news of the majior subway accodent in NYC I retuned thbs old 
set to WCBS in NYC and then I was reminded that in 1975, i£tting in the smae place at all 
hours of the day and night I used this identical set tights when I could not sleep to listen 
to this all-news station and heard myself throughout their nighttime news when from jjime 
to time I roused in pain for the pleurisy that accompanied pneumonia. It was a very strange 
experience, keeping hearing fragments of what I'd said, over an eight-day period that began 
the day of the NYC press conference. 

The conference coincided with considefable national attention to the Zapruder film on 
coast-to-coast TV and to all sorts of wild statements being made by almost all so-called 
Critics in a campaign to get the Congress to look into the JFK case. I'd prepared a speech 
that -Mil typed^aw^ expected to cut the draft on the way to New York on the train and once 
there bat on the way there I began to feel ill, was feverish when ^got there, and was told 
by a Cuban refugee doctor* that I had pneumonia and had to stay abed. He did agree to let 
me hold the scheduled press conference but not to make my speech that night. (Jim Lesar 
read it uncut and it was too long.) Aftev e x a min ing me again the day after the speech the 
doctor agreed for me to go to Penn station by cab, take the train and be met at the Baltimore 
station and driven home. ^ inis insisted A not drive my own car. (A Maryland student 
brought a friend to the Baltimore station, met the train, drove me home, his fj^rend drivigg 
my car.) 

What this doctor did not tell me in ordering bedrest is thAt I had pleurisy and that 

lyiug down quite pai n ful. The hotel room did not have a chair with a back high enough 

to give me support so between that and the pain I roused throughout the day and night and, 

with this same small set tuned to WCBS for was astounded to keep hearing extracts from 

that press conference. My first surprise ^as the length of the sgements used and the second 
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surprise was the length of time over which they were used. I recall that the night of the 
eights day J- heard excerpts at home. 
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10& made no prepartations for any press conference and may not have known I was to 
have one until I got to New York so -t- ad libbed what I said and X suppose that most of the 
conference was response to questions asked by a rather large press contingent. I recall 
that sitting directly in front of me was a man with what I then did not icnow the meaning of, 
® large *88" on ^jhis microphone* X think his name was Vaughn* The 88 is the frequency of 
the all-news CNS NYC station. 

It was an odd experience, hearing myself from strange time to strange time through- 
out the night ; if ter 2 was home ocer so many days snd it was a strgnge circumstance that 
had me using the same old set to listen to that station not to be bored in d pin g the 
Exercises, AJ'vnwckJ* 

I recall that in the speech ^ called on the critics not to pusrue their irresponsible 
theories and self-seeking, leaving little doubt about some I had in mind, litre Mark l*ane, 
with there being the possibility of a Congressional committee because the course they w 
were on would result in at best a decieved committee and bad results to any such inquiry. 
Lesar told me that tue audience response was about hald^for ny approach and half followinng 
the nonsense from Lane et al. ( & ^ hi^ypct~i i J 

The nuts persisted, the House Select Committee on Assassinations resulted, Lane says 
he selected the first chief counsel, which may be true, and the committee was well launched 
on a course of ultimate self _ de^^pctioji. Ishouljd perhaps make notes on some of my ex- 
periences with that committee but not now ^ -Ha ajiy event, I have a copy of ny speech and as 
a lawyer who was briefly that committee's general counsel told me after the disaster I had 
forecast in hjs presence to the first general counsel, Rcihard Sprauge, former Phila- 
delphia M, I was "merlin, remembering the future." T^is sefiond and temporary general 

2? G-tJiyi £3 It 1 1 j & f-ptr-sp 

dpubsel was Ken "routon, a Florida lawyer who wotked for Henry Gonzalez, who is still in 
the Congress* 


Bill Claiborne was at the press conference for the Washington Post. He did a good 
story on that transcript, as I now recall on the Commission’s fear of the FBI and its intent 
to destroy all records of that executive session. 



